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GOOGLE EARTH
Download birds-eye view, GPS coordinates and waypoints from osp.com.au and then 
import them into Google Earth or your mapping software. Instructions on page xx.

UPDATES
Check osp.com.au for updates before 
commencing this walk. Send your own 
updates to updates@osp.com.au.

Spectacular cliffs 
Wimmera views 
Peregrine falcons 

WALK FEATURES

BEST TIME OF YEAR

  SUMMER   AUTUMN   WINTER    SPRING

WALK SUMMARY
Length: 7.5km
Time: 3 hours
Grade: Moderate
Start/end: Centenary Park
Logistics: Circuit
Max elevation: 369m
Closest town: Natimuk, 8km 
Melbourne: 333km

GPS track: osp.com.au 
Free Park Notes from Parks  
Victoria

MAPS

Arapiles Skyline Walk
Cliffs and gullies high above the Wimmera’s wheat fi elds
ARAPILES-TOOAN STATE PARK

Rising almost 200 metres above the Wimmera’s 
golden wheat fi elds, Mt Arapiles marks the extreme 
southern end of the 3500 kilometre-long Great 
Dividing Range. Its orange quartzite cliffs hide a 
labyrinth of caves, gullies and towering pinnacles. 
Mt Arapiles is regarded as Australia’s best rockclimb-
ing area and attracts visitors from all over the world. 
Surprisingly, few bushwalkers visit the park, which 
is a shame as this is surely one of the most attractive 
inland locations in Australia. The recently opened 
Arapiles Skyline Walk traverses along the top of the 
escarpment and although not particularly long there 
are enough diversions and places of interest to fi ll an 
entire day should you wish.

10 Getting There
From Melbourne follow the Western 
Highway to Horsham (300km), then the 
Edenhope Road (Wimmera Highway) for 
25km to Natimuk. Continue on 8km to turn 
right along Centenary Park Road. The park 
entrance is on your left after 1km.

Walk Variations
This walk can be shortened or varied via 
either the Central Gully or Pharos Gully 
Tourist Tracks (see map). The walk out to 
the rocky viewpoint overlooking the Bluffs 
from the Bluff Picnic Area is also well worth 
the detour (there is no trail and no markers 
so you will need to fi nd your own way).

Considerations
Centenary Park has excellent camping. 
There are picnic tables, a shelter and toilets. 
Camping fees apply. The trails are quite 
rocky and a pole may be useful. Hot days 
should be avoided. Carry sunscreen, sun 
hat and plenty of water. 

0.0km  54 H 575806 5931457  

CENTENARY PARK From the toilet block 
walk south 100m along the vehicle track to 
where it swings west. The Arapiles Skyline 
Walk is signposted at this point. Pass by 
the gate and walk southwest along the tree-
lined walking trail. After 350m the wide trail 
ends at a small grassy clearing beneath the 
cliffs. There are a few lesser trails radiating 
off at this point. Continue along the trail 
which veers left under the cliffs and up into 
the entrance of King Rat Gully. The trail 
now veers left under an orange cliff then 
climbs up past the entrance to Hunger 
Gully, a dark slot guarded by the Match, 
a tall pinnacle easily identifi able by its 
unusual window. Continue south, climbing 
through a maze of pinnacles to gain a rocky 
shoulder from where there are great views 
back along the escarpment (southern view-
point). The walk now heads west as it enters 
an attractive box and yellow gum wood-
land. About 300m further on the trail makes 
a short detour right onto a rocky point 
overlooking King Rat Gully. Back on the 
trail the path continues to weave through 
the trees, passes through a narrow rocky 
chasm then gains a natural terrace provid-
ing easy walking past another viewpoint 
(overlooking Central Gully). At the vehicle 
track turn right and walk a few metres to 
the Central Gully Tourist Track. 

Keith Lockwood at the Northern Viewpont
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2.5km  54 H 575044 5931771  

CENTRAL GULLY TOURIST TRACK Follow the 
vehicle track 200m along to the Bluff Picnic 
Area and the Disabled Lookout. (At the high 
point on the vehicle track you may be tempt-
ed into a 300m walk east along the tops to 
a point overlooking the Bluffs. There is no 
trail so you’ll have to pick your own way. It’s 
a bit scrambly in places but isn’t too diffi cult. 
The reward for your 600m detour is argu-
ably the best view at Mt Arapiles.) The sign-
posted trail now continues in a generally 
westerly direction along the top of the es-
carpment. A rocky viewpoint is passed after 
200m (overlooking the Pharos Gully) and 
a small gully is crossed a further 200m on. 
The walk now meanders up through pleas-
ant woodland to join with the Pharos Gully 
Tourist Track. Turn left and walk 150m up 
to the Summit Carpark.

3.4km  54 H 574576 5932209  

SUMMIT CARPARK There are a couple of pic-
nic tables tucked under gums which would 
make a good place to stop for lunch. Climb 
50m up the steps to the Summit Lookout 
next to the fi re tower. The signposted walk 
continues from next to the fi re tower along 
the rocky summit ridge. In spring there are 
numerous orchids along this section. After 
300m you’ll reach the Repeater Tower. 
Skirt the fence and continue northwest. 
After 300m the trail descends northeast, 
gradually at fi rst then more steeply. Eventu-

ally the trail swings back northwest. There 
are good views across to Mitre Rock and 
Mitre Lake. Gnarled white cypress (native 
pine) cling tenaciously to the rocks and 
are interspersed with sheoak and bulloak. 
The walk now takes on a more remote feel 
and, almost a kilometre from the Repeater 
Tower, arrives at its most northerly point; 
the Northern Viewpoint. 

4.7km  54 H 573962 5932903  

NORTHERN VIEWPOINT This open rocky 
promontory provides walkers with sweep-
ing views of the lesser known western side 
of the Mt Arapiles massif, the ecologically 
signifi cant Douglas-Natimuk chain of lakes 
and the desert country to the north. The 
trail now descends a short distance down 
the rocky shoulder then swings back east 
then southeast as it traverses under a series 
of bulging orange cliffs. Eventually the trail 
zig-zags down through a wonderful tall for-
est of shady white cypress (native pine) and 
continues on to below Goodbye Wall. The 
trail continues southeast down the hillside 
passing the grey Gumnut Boulder then the 
orange Ricochet Rock. This area was once 
a rifl e range and bullet scars can still be 
seen on Ricochet Rock’s eastern side. Walk 
a further 150m down to the Watchtower 
Carpark. Turn right and continue along 
the quiet vehicle track 300m to the Pharos 
Carpark then a further kilometre on to 
the campground. 

7.5km  54 H 575806 5931457  

CENTENARY PARK
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WARNING: Be careful of the 
many sheer cliffs and rocky 
gullies in the area. 
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Melvilles Cave
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